
January 12, 2015 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C.  20554 

Re: Amendment of Parts 73 and 74 of the Commission’s Rules to Establish Rules for Digital 
Low Power Television and Television Translator Stations, MB Docket No. 03-185, GN 
Docket No. 12-268, ET Docket No. 14-175 
Comments of U.S. Television, Inc.        

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 U.S. Television, LLC (“USTV”), hereby files these comments in response to the FCC’s Third 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the above-referenced proceeding.1  As USTV has previously 
informed the FCC, the 13 low-power television stations identified by Congress in the LPTV Pilot 
Project Digital Data Services Act (the “DDSA”) must be protected from displacement in the TV 
spectrum repack, and the FCC must grant such stations a processing priority to ensure that they will 
have the opportunity to continue operating in the post-auction UHF TV spectrum band. 

 USTV is the owner of a number of low-power television stations protected by Congress’s 
enactment of the DDSA in 2000.2  USTV has participated in the FCC’s proceedings regarding the 
upcoming TV broadcast incentive auctions and TV spectrum to ensure that these developments do 
not interfere with USTV’s Congressionally-conferred rights to continue operating certain low-power 
television stations as part of Congress’s effort to foster broadband wireless services using UHF 
spectrum.3

 Under the DDSA, the FCC is required to protect the operations of the small number of LPTV 
stations covered by the statute.  USTV has proposed that the FCC address this issue by giving the 13 
DDSA stations a priority when they apply for new operating channels if any such station is displaced 
as a result of the auction and repack.4  A recent inquiry from Senator Mary Landrieu of Louisiana 
demonstrates Congress’s continuing interest in protecting the DDSA stations and preserving the 
ability to use LPTV stations to bring broadband services to underserved areas using UHF spectrum.5

1 See Amendment of Parts 73 and 74 of the Commission’s Rules to Establish Rules for Digital 
Low Power Television and Television Translator Stations, et al., Third Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, 29 FCC Rcd 12536 (2014) (“Third NPRM”); see also Amendment of Parts 73 and 74 of 
the Commission’s Rules to Establish Rules for Digital Low Power Television and Television 
Translator Stations, et al., Order, MB Docket No. 03-185, GN Docket No. 12-268, ET Docket No. 
14-175, DA 14-1727 (rel. Dec. 1, 2014). 
2 See Pub L. No 106-554, 114 Stat. 4577 (Dec. 21, 2000). 
3 See U.S. Television, Petition for Reconsideration, GN Docket No. 12-268, filed Sept. 12, 
2014 (the “Petition”).  A copy of USTV’s Petition is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
4 See Petition at 4-7. 
5 See Letter from Sen. Mary L. Landrieu to the Honorable Tom Wheeler, Chairman, FCC, 
dated Dec. 23, 2014.  A copy of this letter is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
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The FCC must comply with the DDSA by, at a minimum, granting USTV and the other stations 
covered by the statute the requested priority. 

 USTV urges the FCC to use this proceeding to extend a post-auction processing priority to 
stations covered by the DDSA that are displaced as a result of the post-auction repack.  Thus far, the 
FCC has not addressed the rights of stations protected by the DDSA in the post-auction repack.  The 
Third NPRM seeks comment on a number of issues that will be important to the operation of LPTV 
stations following the auction and repack.  But it fails to propose that LPTV stations protected by the 
DDSA will obtain UHF channels that remain available  after the repack of full power and Class A 
stations is concluded.  This course is not consistent with the DDSA, and the FCC must remedy that 
by including the DDSA stations on a priority basis in any decisions regarding the reallocation of 
spectrum to displaced LPTV stations. 

 At this point, the only low-power TV stations that the FCC chosen to protect in the repack are 
digital replacement translators (“DRTs”),6 and the Third NPRM proposes mechanisms for displaced 
DRTs to pursue replacement channels on a priority basis.7  USTV does not oppose the FCC’s 
decision to grant these protections to DRTs, which provide an important service to over-the-air 
television viewers.  At the same time, however, DRTs lack the statutory protections that Congress 
extended to the 13 LPTV stations covered by the DDSA, so there is no justification for extending 
greater protections to DRTs than to the LPTV stations covered by the statute. 

 Since the FCC already is in the process of establishing the procedure for DRTs to obtain 
priority replacement channels after the repack, the simplest solution at this point would be to grant 
the same processing rights to the 13 LPTV stations covered by the DDSA.  Under this arrangement, 
post-auction displacement applications filed by DDSA stations would be treated on a co-equal basis 
with DRT displacement applications.  Given the small number of DDSA stations involved, extending 
the existing DRT priority to the DDSA stations would have little, if any, impact on administration of 
the repack, but it would ensure the FCC’s compliance with the DDSA. 

 For these reasons, USTV hereby renews its request that the LPTV stations covered by the 
DDSA be granted a priority for displacement channels in the post-auction repack. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       /s/ 

       Dean M. Mosely 
        CEO and President 
        U.S. Television, LLC 
       P.O. Box 3042 
        Jena, LA 71342 

6 See Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through Incentive 
Auctions, Report and Order, 29 FCC Rcd 6567, 6836-37 (2014). 
7 Third NPRM, 29 FCC Rcd at 12550-51.
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